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HEMPTON PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January 2018 at Hempton Church Rooms. 
 

In Attendance 

Cllrs Vivien Woods (Chair), Lisa Delaurentis, Carol Stubbs, Christine Haydon , Jodie Bond (Clerk),1 member of 

the public 

 

1. Cllr Woods welcomed all and opened the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

 

2. Apologies   

Cllr Keith Mallet and Cllr Fitzpatrick.  Apologies accepted.   

 

3. Declarations of interest 

No declarations of interest were made.   

 

4. Meeting adjourned to hear from Councillors and members of the public present 

 

 Report from Cllr Tom Fitzpatrick 

County Councillor’s summary report                                                                                        

 Councillors vote to stop budget cuts to bus subsidies and gritting routes 

 The Environment, Development and Transport Committee (EDT) have voted to stop any budget cuts 

to bus subsidies and gritting routes. 

 Children’s Services in Norfolk no longer require intervention and the County Council’s adoption service 

is outstanding, Ofsted has found in its latest inspection. 

 The County Council has confirmed its zero tolerance approach to bullying and harassment and 

revealed that two employees have been dismissed for this issue over the last two years. 

 Norfolk County Council's staff and contractors received a lot of praise for the  huge effort to clear 160 

trees from roads following the storms last week. 

 The Communities Committee voted unanimously on Wednesday 17 January to recommend to the 

Police and Crime Commissioner that Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service should continue to be governed 

by Norfolk County Council rather than move under control on the PCC 

 Partners from five European countries have come together as part of a €1.2m green pilgrimage 

project which aims to make the most of increasingly popular routes and destinations. One of the 

fastest growing parts of the travel industry is pilgrimages and with the popular shrine at Walsingham 

now attracting 300,000 people a year Norfolk is perfectly placed to get involved in the  project. Over 

the next two years the project in Norfolk will focus on gathering evidence of how Walsingham and the 

surrounding area is affected by being a centre for pilgrimage.  The study will also look at the way 

pilgrims’ travel could change in the future to include more cycling and walking and how such 

changes could be supported and bring benefits of this growing but low-impact form of tourism to the 

county.  A really important first step is to speak to businesses in and around Walsingham and the 

surrounding areas such as Fakenham and Hempton to hear about their experiences. 

 The Digital Innovation and Efficiency Committee had representatives from the four largest mobile 

phone companies at our meeting yesterday and they outlined their plans for improving coverage in 

Norfolk.  The importance of providing fibre data connections to new houses as they are being built 

was also discussed. 

 

Cllr Woods wished to thank Cllr Fitzpatrick for his report. 

 

 Cllr Woods added that following Matt Champions visits and discussions in the past the Abbey Ruins 

may be a consideration to be incorporated within the pilgrimage as mentioned in Cllr Fitzpatrick’s 

report.  Further discussions required with Matt Champion and Tom Raynham regarding the SAM listing 

and suggested visitor centre. 

 

 There is a transit van reported to be frequently parked in the lay-by.  Cllr Woods explained that signs 

will be installed.  Letters may also be sent to the vehicle owners to prevent this as it is not permitted. 

 

 Cllr Woods and the Clerk agreed to pursue Highways and Tom Raynham for help with the potholes, 

including outside Front Green.   

 

5. Minutes of meeting held on 2nd November 2017 were AGREED and Signed by Cllr Woods. 

 

6. Matters arising from minutes from last meeting (for information only) 

 None noted. 
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7. Allotments 

 Cllr Stubbs confirmed that one plot had been vacated but one had also been taken on. 

 Cllr Stubbs approached the highways maintenance contractors during works on the A1065 and asked 

for any hardcore waste to be dropped onto the allotment lane, which they kindly did.  It has helped a 

little.  More work is still required to continue to make the allotment lane accessible. 

 A greenhouse had blown from one plot to another during the recent storm force winds.  Cllr Stubbs will 

organise the greenhouse being returned. 

 The hazelnut trees will be cut next month. 

 Clerk to make further contact with Mr Gee.  

 

8. Memorial Hall Committee 

 New lights and decorations had been purchased for the hall. 

 It had been discussed that the fire doors still had a gap.  Cllr Woods agreed to have the contractor 

return to remedy the problem. 

 A new outside light had been fitted and a new metre. 

 The toilets will be upgraded, the cisterns will be changed but the pans will remain. 

 A baby change table will be fitted in the female WC. 

Cllrs added that the baby change unit must to be British Standard and should be fitted in the disabled 

toilet to enable unisex access. 

 The road surface is still an issue.  Hall Committee Chairman could obtain brick rubble. However it was 

agreed that this would not help as we need a machine to flatten and compact the rubble. 

 Clerk to contact Raynham Estate to follow up on a quotation to fill and compact the lane.  Funding 

for this work would be sought from all users including the Parish Council, Hall Committee, Bowls Club 

and Church. 

 Car boots are planned on 2nd April, 6th and 27th May and 26th August 2018. 

 The external gates were discussed.  Cllr Woods confirmed that a decision had been made to 

purchase new metal gates and new metal posts.  Installation date TBC. 

 Cllr Woods also added that the flower beds will be pruned and ivy removed from the exterior to 

prevent damage to the brickwork and to make the shrubs thrive. 

 Cllr Woods added that a new hall sign will be installed.  Clerk to obtain quotes and ideas of styles for 

next meeting. 

Cllr Woods thanked Cllr Stubbs for the report. 

 

9.  Speed Watch & Highways update 

Cllr Delaurentis attend the summit in Wymondham.  It was very interesting.  As the PCSOs are being 

laid off the Police plan to take on 90 new Constables.  They are also looking to start up a triangle of 

care including Community Home Watch, Community Caring and Community Speed Watch.  The 

Police are trying to bring in volunteers to train. 

A vehicle speed report had been received which highlighted that between 11.10.17 and 18.10.17 the 

average speed monitored was 92.7% compliant.  If it drops to under 86% the police send out a speed 

van.  It had been requested that a different time frame also be tested. 

The previous co-ordinator had now handed over to Cllr Delaurentis.  One of the volunteers had 

passed the training and another volunteer still requires training.  There will be an annual co-ordinators 

meeting in Dereham on 28th March 2018.  Cllr Delaurentis is unable to attend that day.  Cllr Stubbs 

volunteered to go.  Cllr Delaurentis will confirm whether this would be acceptable.  

Cllr Delaurentis confirmed that Hempton will be receiving the SAM machine on 25th January. 

Cllr Woods thanked Cllr Delaurentis. 

 

10. Pond Area 

The pond will be the project for 2018.  Clerk is obtaining quotes for wooden posts, to be installed in a 

wave formation, and signage and also organising site meetings to progress works. 

 

Clerk had contacted an animal sanctuary for help with the reduction of the ducks. However, this may 

not be a suitable option due to lack of options for transporting the ducks to the sanctuary, plus the 

fact that they can fly back.  Clerk to investigate other options. 

 

 Grass Cutting 

Clerk currently looking into prices and options for 2018.  It was agreed that the current contractor is 

providing a suitable service, however the attention to detail is still lacking. 

 

Cllr Delaurentis added that the Dereham Road crossroad green area had been cut and looked great.  

It is believed that the Raynham Estate did this.  Clerk to agree a cutting schedule with Tom Raynham. 

It had now made the footpath visible, however the footpath is very broken up and may be a hazard 

to those using it.  Clerk to inspect it and investigate options to repair / replace. 

 

 Play Area 

 It had been agreed that AOT would carry out the maintenance of the play area equipment. 

Signage due to be installed in play area. 
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Clerk to source prices and funding stream for a new climbing net. 

  

11. Crime Report 

Cllr Woods read details from the latest crime newsletters. It included 10 domestic violence reports.  

Clerk to post on notice board. 

 

12. Planning Matters 

 None received. 

 

13. Financial Matters 

13.1 Clerk read out the list of invoices to be paid (see below).  Invoices were AGREED. 

 

Invoices to be paid:-  Clerk Salary £471.40, Parish Magazine (Newsletters)- £32.10, Clerk Expenses - 

£45.11, NPFA Membership - £20.00 Total Invoices £568.61  

Receipts – Memorial Hall rental £1.50, Clerk mobile phone rental - £50.48 

 Current bank balance & reconciliation as at 29.12.17 

 Bank - Community Acc. £14233.60. Play Equip. Acc. £197.64.  Savings Acc. £86.80 

 Cashbook - £14233.60, Play Acc £197.64, Savings £86.80 

 

13.2 Hempton Memorial Hall Committee had paid the hall rental following the Clerks request.  £1.50 was 

 received for rental until 2023 (based on 5p per year rent since 1993). 

 

14. Correspondence 

 A local newspaper journalist had requested input to an article mentioning the Dereham road 

crossroads.  Fakenham Town Mayor had suggested a roundabout to help with traffic issues.   

 

Cllr Woods had requested a meeting with the journalist to discuss the area in more detail together with 

other village traffic issues, including Goggs Mill, Dereham Road crossroads speed limit and Shereford 

Road.  Cllr Woods suggested traffic lights rather than a roundabout for a number of logistical and cost 

reasons.   

 

 Matt Reed – New hall fascias 

 

 Mr Mallett – Vicarage boundary wall   

 

15. Items for inclusion on next agenda 

 New hall sign 

General Data Protection Regulation Report 

 

16. Date of next meeting 

 Thursday 22nd March 2018 at 7pm. Cllr Woods concluded meeting at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

Signed by Chairman: ............................................................................................ 


