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HEMPTON PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 2nd November 2017 at Hempton Church Rooms. 
 

In Attendance 

Cllrs Vivien Woods (Chair), Lisa Delaurentis, Carol Stubbs, Cllr Fitzpatrick, Jodie Bond (Clerk), Christine Haydon, 2 

members of the public 

 

1. Cllr Woods welcomed and opened the meeting at 7:05p.m.  

 

2. Apologies   

Cllr Keith Mallet.  Apologies accepted.   

 

3. It was AGREED that Christine Haydon be co-opted as a new Councillor onto the Parish Council.  

PROPOSED by Cllr Woods, SECONDED by Cllr Stubbs. Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was 

signed with J Bond as witness and Register of Interest forms were given to Cllr Haydon for completion 

and return to Clerk. 

 

4. Declarations of interest 

No declarations of interest were made.   

 

5. Meeting adjourned to hear from Councillors and members of the public present 

 

 It was noted that Fisher Bullen had cleared all the overgrowth form outside their property  

and it looked much better. It was suggested that Jewson clear the platform area.  This was in 

hand but a timetable is required. 

 

 Cars appear to be parked further up onto the playing field opposite the pub.  

 

Report from Cllr Tom Fitzpatrick 

  

 Following the Budget there is still a County deficit of £127m. 

 

 NNDC are looking at a ‘Better use of Buildings’ program where local authorities, health 

service MoD etc are looking to find areas with any suitable building available for conversion. 

 

 There is a new director of Children’s Services.  There is still a higher than the national 

average number of children requiring foster care, but there are still not enough foster homes 

available, and children are being sent out of the County. Cllr Woods asked why this is.  Cllr 

Fitzpatrick explained that it’s due to several cases where social workers had not carried out the 

correct procedures.  Cllr Fitzpatrick added that a lot is currently being done to help. 

 

 Digital Innovation Efficiency Division are looking at broadband and mobile coverage and are 

sending people round A and B roads to check for gaps in network to attempt to remedy. 

 

Reports received of intermittent signal and how 4G had allegedly affected some residents TV 

viewing. 

 

The division is looking to boost signal and to allow laptops and tablets to be used to avoid wasted 

journeys into offices. 

 

 Adult social care is being encouraged to be included in Council Tax.  Cllr Woods added that the 

lack of social care had a knock on effect to lack of beds in hospitals. 

Cllr Fitzpatrick agreed that the two should be merged and that those who require care should be 

able to receive it without being in a hospital bed. 

 

 SPARSE are a group that works to get extra funding for services for rural authorities and will 

continue to do so. 

 

 Discussion concerning the planning application north of Rudham Stile Lane took place.  Cllr 

Woods was concerned that no one appeared to be taking overall responsibility for the holistic 

management of this application. 

 

Cllr Fitzpatrick responded by explaining how the planners have to look at applications, but not 

manage them. 
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 Highfield Road – NNDC would keep this plot as a car park and it would become a pay & display.  

The final decision had not yet been made. 

 

Cllr Woods added that Fakenham needs to be reenergised and reinvigorated. 

 

Cllr Fitzpatrick advised that there would be some funding available from NCC next year.   

 

 It was mentioned that the house on the corner of River Court had been empty for a few years.  It 

was thought to be Victory Housing property.  However residents believed it to be privately 

owned.  Cllr Fitzpatrick will attempt to clarify the ownership as work is required to cutback the 

hedges on the public footpath. 

 

 Land behind River Court – Clerk to forward details to Cllrs Fitzpatrick &  Palmer to request help to 

establish ownership of this area and the licence that was agreed between Paul Ingham and Cllr 

David Smith.  The Parish Council would be happy to take on this parcel of land subject to some 

assistance with funding towards the upkeep. 

 

 It was mentioned that in the absence of Cllr Palmer a report, prior to meetings, would be much 

appreciated.  

 

6. Minutes of meeting held on 14th September 2017 were AGREED and Signed by Cllr Woods. 

  

7. Matters arising from minutes from last meeting (for information only) 

Memorial Hall gates – price received for replacement of the posts which was £180.  Clerk still making 

further enquiries, including obtaining quotes to re-paint the gates.   

 

Cllr Woods and the Clerk met with Tom Raynham.  Many items were discussed including the allotment 

track and Memorial Hall track.  Tom Raynham agreed to obtain a quotation to re-surface the 

Memorial Hall track.  The cost of which would be sought from all parties involved (i.e. Parish Council, 

Memorial Hall Committee, Bowls Club and Church).  Cllr Stubbs added that contractors must be 

made aware of an electrical cable running under the Memorial Hall track. 

 

Cllr Stubbs suggested Horns Row area also be resurfaced.  Cllr Woods added that if residents agreed 

to contribute towards the cost it may be considered. 

 

Memorial Hall inspection to be booked to inspect the fabric of the building to ensure relevant regular 

maintenance is carried out to prevent possible cost of major works in the future. 

 

The incident with a child that fell onto the toy he was holding in the play area had been passed to our 

insurers. 

 

The Bowls Club wall had been currently resolved as best as practicably possible.  Still need to resolve 

who has responsibility for the wall.  Need to liaise with Mr Mallet on this matter. 

 

8. Allotments 

Cllr Stubbs noted that the site looked tidier. More scrub had been cut down and a bonfire was 

planned for Sunday 5th November. They can now run a lawnmower around.  The hazelnut trees have 

been requested to be kept cut. 

The area currently used by Mr Gee is still unsightly with old machinery, cars, boats etc being an 

eyesore.  Cllr Woods explained that the Clerk had made contact with a request for outstanding rent. 

 

9. Memorial Hall Committee  

Cllr Stubbs was unable to attend the last meeting but had a copy of the minutes.  A discussion had 

taken place about the new fire doors.  The last car boot was a success.  Anglian chemicals can now 

collect the waste from the Hall every 30 days.  The gate posts were discussed.  The shrubs and ivy had 

been cut down on 28th October. 

Cllr Woods explained that as the outside space is also the responsibility of the Parish Council we will 

progress with any clearing / maintenance works that may be required for the upkeep of the building 

and surrounding area. 

 

The Hall cleaner had requested upgrading the toilet to a disabled toilet. 

Remembrance Day service and the Cycle event were mentioned.  Cllr Woods added that Tom 

Raynham had requested that some parking space be left outside the Church area for the service and 

that at least 3 stewards organise the parking on the day. 

 

10. Speedwatch & Highways update 

Cllr Delaurentis confirmed that 2 new volunteers had joined Speedwatch after last meeting (Lisa, 

Brian, Carol, Maureen, Jenny). 
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Simon Bailey from Norfolk Police had invited 16 people to and event in Wymondham, to allow local 

Speedwatch volunteers to have a voice.  Following the exit of PCSOs the Police are looking to provide 

many more villages this community prospect.   

 

Hempton has been chosen to keep a speed gun. 

 

There must be minimum of 3 people on Speedwatch at any one time.  Hempton will have a SAM 

machine full time after Christmas.  One person can take the SAM machine. 

 

It was discussed that a 40mph signs were required to be painted on the road going out of the village 

on the straight road heading towards Swaffham.  Clerk to email this request to Steve White, and 

suggest the 30mph sign be moved to the other side of the Dereham crossroads.  Copy Cllr Fitzpatrick 

into emails. 

 

Cllr Delaurentis will attend the Speedwatch event in Wymondham and report further at our next 

meeting. 

 

11. Open Spaces 

An onsite meeting had taken place between Clr Woods, Clerk & Tom Raynham.  It was agreed that 

wooden posts would be permitted around the edge of the duck pond to prevent vehicles parking on 

the grass.  Clerk to obtain quotations and source funding stream to cover the cost.  Cllr Fitzpatrick 

suggested sending the details to him to attempt help with Parish Partnership Scheme funding. 

 

Tom Raynham also consented to coppice or remove overgrown / unwanted trees, to clear reeds in 

the duck pond and also clear the ponds opposite.  An agreed plan and schedule of works for this 

project to be drawn up and agreed by all parties prior to commencement. 

 

Tom Raynham had agreed to attend a future parish council meeting (possibly January 2018)to do a 

Q&A regarding the Bio Gas Plant. Council agree this would be beneficial and wished to thank Tom. 

 

 Play Area 

Outdoor adult gym equipment was discussed, however it is felt that based on the current 

demographic this equipment would not be utilised enough.  New outdoor play equipment may be 

added to the existing play area, external funding would be sourced. 

 

Substation 

Cllr Woods and the Clerk met onsite with UK Power Networks to discuss their plans to conceal the new 

substation.  UK Power networks kindly agreed to purchase and plant shrubs on 3 sides of the substation 

to conceal it, leaving access to the entrance.  They also agreed to purchase and plant a Christmas 

Tree which will grow over time and become a community asset and focal point.  Cllr Woods received 

advice that the Christmas Tree is a Norwegian Spruce and there is no risk of cross pollination with 

native trees.  The Parish Council wished to thank UK Power Networks for their help. Discussion took 

place regarding erecting a screen of some kind to conceal the fourth side of the substation but still 

leaving room for access, TBC. 

 

12. Crime Report 

Newsletters were available.  SNAP meeting planned for 22.11.17.  Cllr Woods read out the bullet point 

from the snap poster.  Copy will be uploaded onto website. 

 

13. Planning Matters 

Cllr Woods had been notified of some re-surfacing works at Jewsons yard which had been planned 

for Thursday 16th November.  Works will be noisy and carried out late in the evening and into the night. 

Clerk to circulate the information to notify residents living in Back Street and River Court. 

  

14. Financial Matters  

14.1 Clerk read out the list of invoices to be paid (see below).  Invoices were AGREED. 

 

Invoices to be paid:-  CGM Grass Cutting - £621.60, NNDC Dog Bins £ 450, Clerk Salary £638.86 (inc 

part cilca training cost), AM Stewart (Newsletters)- £43.75, Mazars - £180.00, CAS Insurance – £664.16 & 

£339.18, Bracken (goal posts and bench bases) £175, k&M Lighting - £558.89, Clerk Expenses - £101.07, 

Website hosting - £74.25 Total Invoices £3848.87  

Receipts - Bowls Club rental £150, Clerk mobile phone rental - £50.48 

 Current bank balance & reconciliation as at 31.10.17 

 Community Acc. £17972.76. Play Equip. Acc. £197.64.  Savings Acc. £86.80 
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14.2 The Precept figure for the next year 2018/19, based on the budget calculated and approved by  

 the Parish Council will be increased by 1%. 

 

 

15. Correspondence 

A power cut had been planned for Thursday 16th November between 9am and 3pm. 

16. Website 

It was agreed that the website training was moved forward due to some technical difficulties with the 

existing website.  Clerk training schedule for 6th November.  New website to then follow ASAP. 

 

17. Items for inclusion on next agenda 

Question & Answer session with Tom Raynham regarding the Silo and Bio Gas Plant (TBC). 

 

18. Date of next meeting 

 Tuesday 23rd January 2018 at 7pm. Cllr Woods concluded meeting at 8.45pm. 

 

 

 

Signed by Chairman: ............................................................................................ 


