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Welcome 
Welcome to our October newsletter…We’re officially in Autumn, with the clocks 
going back on 31st October.  Covid still seems to be causing problems, so I for 
one have my fingers crossed that as a nation we manage at least to stay slightly 
ahead of the curve in controlling this very nasty virus.  
 
Duck Pond 
Our contractor has made progress with cutting and clearing and will return in 
about 5 weeks to continue.  Nick Acheson has kindly written an article this month 
covering works on the duck pond in more detail. 
 
Benches 
Materials have been sourced, just waiting on delivery of the fixings.  Work on the 
bases will be done over the coming weeks with installation of the new benches 
following.  We are waiting on the removal of the old ones but want to co-ordinate 
the contractors to minimise the risk of any ‘loss of service’. 
 
Bus Shelter 
Depending on the weather we may leave any further works until next spring. 
 
Proposed Roundabout 
We held an event at the Church Rooms on 21st September.  The Project          
Engineer from Highways brought some drawings and illustrations, all depicting 
the layout of the proposals which were displayed for viewing. 
 
Thank you very much to everyone who managed to pop in. 
 
The Parish Council have formally logged objection to the current proposal.  At 
40.5meters (29.7meters for the actual roundabout structure) we believe it is far 
too large for the setting and locating it to the north of the existing crossroad 
junction is unnecessary.   
 
The cost is already at £1.67million, and likely to rise given the estimated build 
time of 18 months at best.   We have asked that consideration be given to a 
smaller structure and located at the current junction.  We would also like to see 
serious consideration be given to alternatives. 
 
We do not know exactly when the planning permission will commence.  We will 
get this information out just as soon as we know, and it may well be via a notice 
posted through your door, separately to the newsletter...so please look out for it. 
 
We also urge you to respond to this stage in the process as it is vital the           
authorities get a comprehensive understanding of peoples view points.  
 
Wishing you a good month, take care.  Viv Woods, Chairman 
 



To hear from Nick Acheson,  Local Naturalist 
 
In the second half of the twentieth century, traditional hay meadows and unimproved grassland 
(which had never been treated with fertilisers or pesticides) were lost on a vast scale across the 
UK. With them went their unique biodiversity. Gone are the flower-filled meadows, heaving with 
butterflies and grasshoppers, which our great-grandparents knew and loved. 
 
In the past couple of years much interest has been shown in recreating such wildlife-rich spaces: 
for the species which inhabit them, for people to enjoy, and because of the numerous other    
environmental benefits they provide. Sadly, in many cases, sincere enthusiasm has not been 
matched by understanding, and many attractive floral displays which have been created are   
neither meadows nor especially good for wildlife. 
 
In every case, the best food for insects and other invertebrates, and therefore for birds and 
mammals, is provided by locally-sourced native wild plants. The press and media are apt to talk 
about meadows as if they can be created magically from a seed packet, but the reality is far more 
complex. Plants are very often fussy about soils and about the amount of water they need. 
 
Most villagers in Hempton will have seen that the Parish Council, with advice from Norfolk Wild-
life Trust and other conservationists, is beginning to guide the small patch of grass south of the 
duckpond, on Back Street, back to being low-nutrient, flower-rich grassland. This will be a long 
process for a number of reasons. The first is that the non-native Italian alders which were planted 
there a number of years ago spread rapidly from the base, enriching and disturbing the soil as 
they went, meaning that nettles and docks are the most likely plants to spring up if their foot-
print is left unmanaged. Furthermore, for the past couple of years, and especially last winter, the 
pond — whose water had been hugely enriched and contaminated by duck droppings — has 
spilled over this patch of grassland, importing yet more nutrients and making the process of   
restoring flower-rich, low-nutrient grassland still more complex. 
 
The key thing we need to do, in order to end up with wildflowers and other wildlife, is remove 
nutrients, as high-nutrient soils favour nettles, thistles, docks and thuggish grasses. The best way 
to do this is to allow the grass to grow long, drawing nutrients from the soil, and then cut it while 
it is still green, just as a contractor did this year. Over a few years, this will strip nutrients from 
the soil and weaken dominant grasses, meaning native wildflowers can gain a foothold. Even 
while the grass is long, the Parish Council will mow a neat strip around the edge and a path 
through the middle, so that the common looks tidy and is easy to explore.  
 

Over time, conservationists will reintroduce flowers which naturally grow 
in damp grassland, from seed collected very locally (as local seed is    
always the best seed). In this way we hope that ragged robin, greater 
bird’s-foot trefoil, cuckoo-flower, meadow vetchling, red bartsia, yellow 
rattle and many others — all of which grow wild within a mile of     
Hempton Common — will re-establish themselves, looking beautiful and 
providing food and shelter for many other species. This will take time: so 
the key thing we all need as villagers is patience! 



Returning this October … we’d like to get as many houses as       

possible in the village involved in a pumpkin trail.  

Simply colour, paint or carve a pumpkin - put it in your window, in 

your garden or on the doorstep and let’s see how many children 

can find them during half-term week 25th - 29th October. 

If you don’t want Trick or Treaters knocking on your door on October 31st then 

please REMOVE your PUMPKIN and for those who might be Trick or Treating 

please respect peoples decisions not to take part, we have several elderly  

people living alone in our village and they may find it intimidating. 
 

Feel free to use this pumpkin or use your own design ... and have fun! 

Village Pumpkin Trail 



October Quiz 

 QUESTION ANSWER 

1. What zodiac sign would you be if born on October 25th?  

2. What are the birth flowers for October?  

3. What are the birthstones for October?  

4. What book was written and published by A A Milne in October 
1926? 

 

5. What is the current name of the Post Office Tower in London, 
which was officially opened on 8th October 1965? 

 

6. The night before Halloween is named after which vegetable?  

7. On October 10th 1911, Henry Ford received a patent for what?  

8. Name the Australian singer, sister to Kylie, born on 20th October 
1971? 

 

9. How many days are in the month of October?  

10. Is a pumpkin a fruit or a vegetable?  

11. Oktoberfest was held in which city for the first time?  

12. Which famous magician died on Halloween 1926?  

13. Who celebrates his birthday on 7th October 1959 and has judged 
Pop Idol, The X Factor and Britain’s Got Talent? 

 

14. When is Apple Day celebrated in the United Kingdom?  

15. When do we change the clocks?  

16. Who opened the first restaurant in the UK on 1st October 1974, 
famous for the ‘Big Mac’? 

 

17. When is Halloween celebrated?  

18. What latin number is the month of October named?  

19. Who may have celebrated Halloween at Hogwarts, a fictional 
Boarding School? 

 

20. What is the French word for October?  

 SEPT ANSWERS—1.Libra, 2. ster and Morning Glory, 3.Sapphire, 4.Poland, 5.1666, 6.Thomas Telford, 7.Racing Driver, 

8.Agatha Christie, 9.30, 10. Gareth Southgate, 11.Sir Robert Walpole, 12.Bee Gees, 13.Jacqueline, 14.Colin Firth, 

15.Princess Diana, 16.RMS Titanic, 17.Peanuts, 18.Peter Carstairs, 19.Carole King, 20.Septembre 



What's On 
 

Memorial Hall 
 Mornings Afternoons Evenings 

Mon Line Dancing 

Beginners 11-12noon 

£5—07851350704 

 Pilates 

4.45, 6, 7.15pm                                         

Tel 07384 415015 

 Exercise Class 

10-11am                       

£5—07851135074 

  

Tues Artists on the Green  

  9.45am—12.45pm 

Line Dancing 

Beginners 6-7pm  

07851350704 

Line Dancing 

Improvers 7-8pm                     

07851350704 

  Fakenham Painters  

3rd, 17th, 31st              

1.30-4.30pm 

 

Wed   Lace Making         

4th & 18th, 7—9pm                 

01328862250 

Thurs Yoga       

9.15—11.15am                

Liz Ward 

 Dog Training 

7-10pm Lisa Pearson                           

hemptondogtraininggroup@gmail.com 

Fri    

Sat    

Sun    

For more information about classes and groups, or for 

details about hiring the hall please contact Laura, en-

Church Rooms 
 

For details about 

regular classes, 

groups or to hire 

the Church Rooms 

please  contact 

Christine on  

01328 856147.  

Hire charge, £5 per 

hour.  



  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  You can advertise in this 
Newsletter for £18 per year. 

 
That’s £1.50 per month…cheaper 
than a postcard for a weekend 

in the newsagents. 
 

Monthly rates also available. 
 

hemptonparishclerk@gmail.com 
07703 464409 

 
Please remember to mention  

‘Hempton Parish News’ 
when contacting an advertiser. 

Thank you 


