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HEMPTON PARISH COUNCIL APM MINUTES 
 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 24th May 2018 at Hempton Memorial Hall. 

 

In Attendance 

Cllrs Vivien Woods (Chair), Lisa Delaurentis, Carol Stubbs, Christine Haydon, Jodie Bond (Clerk), Cllr Tom 

Fitzpatrick, Keith Simpson MP, Tom Raynham of Raynham Estate, PC Rich Dawson, 10 members of the public 

 

Apologies 

 

Cllr Keith Mallet 

 

1. Cllr Woods opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed those present. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Mallet.  Apologies accepted.   

 

2. Minutes from the APM 18 May 2017 were Approved and signed by the Chairman.  

  

3. Chairman’s Report 

Cllr Woods highlighted the past years events as another busy year, with the installation of the 

children’s trim trail with plans for a new spinning climber in the future.  The play area and village sign 

flower beds are becoming established and well looked after by Brian Welch.  Thanks were extended 

to Brian.  

 

The Council continue a good relationship with Tom Raynham of Raynham Estates. 

 

New gates have recently been installed at the Memorial Hall with further works planned including re-

working the plants at the front of the hall. 

 

Cllr Stubbs has been working hard on the allotments and has been successfully qualified in pest 

control.  Thanks were given to Cllr Stubbs along with allotment holder Graham Harris. 

 

New signage has been installed at the pond area, lay-by and on the common.  Further works are 

planned for the duck pond and a local naturalist Nick Acheson would be happy to attend a future PC 

meeting to discuss the possibilities for the plant and wildlife in this area. 

 

Refurbishment of the village sign has been commissioned, but due to the companies work load works 

cannot begin until November/December 2018. 

 

New litter bins are on order, to be located outside the Church, outside the Memorial Hall, next to the 

pond and next to the village sign. 

 

Some shrubs and a Christmas tree were kindly donated to the Parish Council by UK Power Networks 

which we hope will become a focal point for the community in the future. 

  

 Works to repair potholes on the memorial hall track have been discussed with Tom Raynham. 

 

 The new Parish Council website is now live www.hemptonpc.info 

 

The Clerk will be submitting the finished CiLCA qualification this year.  

 

4. Mr Keith Simpson MP 

Mr Simpson gave a view from Westminster, highlighting the fact that our parliament is dominated by 

legislation over Brexit.  It is a complicated business to secure a way forward following the Brexit 

decision. 

 

There are many concerned Norfolk people, including many farmers with concerns about their future 

once we leave the EU. 

 

Separately, housing in Norfolk is an issue and Norfolk is under pressure to build more houses.  The cost 

of living has risen. Norfolk is a place people like to retire to and is difficult for young people to afford 

housing. 

 

Immigration remains a legitimate concern.  However, without controlled immigration the NHS in 

Norfolk may not be able to run or maintain retirement homes. 

 

Roads 

The major work to the A11 is complete.  They are now pushing for the A47.  Mr Simpson supported the 

NWL and feels the road should link to A47. 

 

http://www.hemptonpc.info/
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 Mr Simpson is happy to receive communications via letter, email or phone call. 

 

As there were no questions for Mr Simpson, Chairman thanked him for his time.  Mr Simpson then left 

the meeting. 

 

 

5. Tom Raynham of Raynham Estate 

Tom gave a brief synopsis about himself, being a chartered surveyor in London and then returning 

home to the Estate. 

 

The Raynham Estate has traditionally been a farming estate but farming is becoming a little less 

viable, the Estate is therefore looking at viable ways to diversify.  Suggestions would be welcomed. 

  

 Tom is keen to communicate with local people and to keep them informed of future plans. 

 

Green energy is important to the estate. 

There is a solar farm in Raynham which provides electricity to 12,000 houses. 

The bio gas plant provides 5502m per hour, produced from sugar beet waste, chicken waste and rye. 

 

The Estate is looking to promote various events too.  Historically the largest sheep fair in the Country 

used to be held in Hempton. 

 

With this in mind Tom would like to look at holding a summer fair or event that would be good for the 

community. 

 

They are looking to keep the grass down so that the green space could be used and to support the 

Parish Council to help make the area a usable space for local people, indigenous wildlife and flora.  

 

The Estate is delighted to support the Parish Council in any way they can and Tom added that his door 

is always open for any comments or concerns. 

 

A parishioner raised a question regarding a loud noise which occurs quite regularly between 3am and 

5am which sounds like its coming from the chicken or gas plant. 

 

Tom advised that any noise from the machines would not be heard in Hempton...Some suggestions 

that it may be lorries in the recycling centre. 

 

Tom will look into it just in case. 

 

A parishioner has suggested a Fairy Fair/Festival on the Common or Bullock Hills.  Tom wished to advise 

that the estate would like to cut back the ferns on the Bullock Hills to allow other plant life to grow.  All 

agreed.  

 

 

6. PC Rich Dawson 

  Rich introduced himself and advised that he covers community engagement in our area. 

 Since the loss of the PCSOs in March this year, Shane has joined the force as an officer.  Jo Robotham 

is also still within ‘the business’ but in another area or Norfolk 

 

 They still have 5 teams of 6 PCs at Fakenham and are still maintaining community engagement.  The 

only branches open for walk ins are Great Yarmouth, Kings Lynn and Norwich due to there being 

courts in these areas. 

 

 Due to low footfall in all other areas the decision was made to close the other stations.  However there 

is still someone in the station at Fakenham. 

 

The police are looking for volunteers to become special officers. Those interested must be able to 

commit to16 hours per month.  There is no upper age limit.  All applicants would have to pass some 

tests to qualify. 

 

 AKIS (A Key Information System) is in place relating to events which may be coming our way.  This 

system helps notify land owners quickly if any issues in the area e.g. visiting travellers etc. 

 

 The only concerning crimes in the area recently were the 3 van break ins by 2 people 

 

Chairman added that an elderly lady attempted to call the Fakenham station and was told to 

contact Kings Lynn instead. 

  

 PC Dawson explained that Fakenham Station is still open, cars are still there, however they only allow 

walk ins on Wednesdays between 1pm and 3pm...this is not for people to come in to report 4 day old 



DRAFT until agreed at the next meet  

3 of 4 

 

crimes, as it would be likely to be too late and forensic would be lost...but people are welcome to 

come along to discuss other issues or concerns. 

 

There is also a yellow phone on the outside of the building that you can ring or you an call 101 or email 

via the website or to Rich direct. 

 

 Clerk to raise information sheet/ details on the website to include details of latest scams etc.  

  

 Every 3 months there is a safer neighbourhood action meeting on a Wednesday evening between 7-

8pm where anything can be discussed.  They would be pleased to have a representative from 

Hempton attend.  Clerk to get details and bring forward to next meeting. 

 

Chairman added the stats in the latest newsletters shows a rise in domestic abuse – is there a reason? 

 Rich explained that over Christmas/winter time when people are at home more.  This cannot be 

policed but only responded to when the crime is reported. 

 

One attendee asked whether reported male victims of domestic abuse was on the increase.  Whilst 

there are some male victims there have been more female reported in the past year. 

 

7. Cllr Tom Fitzpatrick 

 County 

The County Council Leader has stepped down due to ill health, which is very sad news. 

 

There is ongoing work on the Digital Committee by looking at ways for the council to use more 

efficient technology. 

 

The website is being overhauled at the moment. 

 

Surveys have been done on mobile phone coverage in Norfolk – operators tell us that the coverage is 

good but NCC have been mapping it and have now got a comprehensive map online via the NCC 

website. 

 

 Norfolk are getting 95% broadband coverage but still working on it further. 

 

They are looking at possible buildings with options to put masts on some roofs etc. 

 

Norfolk is currently the nation’s leader in a survey in rural areas broadband. 

 

 Trading Standards advise to take care when buying electrical goods as faulty or counterfeit products 

may cause fires. Look out for scams and warnings on products. 

 

There is an ongoing debate about who should ‘run’ the Fire Service.  Tom Fitzpatrick is supporting the 

campaign to retain it within NCC. 

 

The NCC are working hard to towards children in care, and looking to help them with council tax up 

to the age of 25 years instead of 18 years. 

 

Tom continues to support libraries. 

 

 There was much discussion regarding traffic and speed in the village.  PC Dawson has requested new 

white lines at the Dereham Road Cross road junction. 

 

 Chairman mentioned Goggs Mill with the 60mph limit and the 40mph zone at the cross roads. 

 

 The grass verges near garden centre/A1065 were raised.  

 

Cllr Fitzpatrick agreed to discuss the issues further with the Highways Dpt. 

 

A Green Pilgrimage project is planned in Norfolk to develop a walking route to the shrines in 

Walsingham.  The project in Norfolk will focus on gathering evidence of how Walsingham and the 

surrounding areas are affected by being a centre for pilgrimage.   

 

The study will also look at the way pilgrims’ travel could change in the future to include more cycling 

and walking and how such changes could be supported and bring benefits of this growing but low-

impact form of tourism to the county.   

 

Cllr Fitzpatrick suggested including Hempton within the Pilgrimage route.  This would be good for the 

local economy too.  Chairman to discuss further with Cllr Fitzpatrick 
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District 

Community transport fund available. 

Art and culture fund available and workshop to attend. 

Big Society Fund available with an in house team that can help with applications. 

Noisy neighbours – NNDC have been investigating a person in Sheringham with loud music, the 

equipment has been seized and action has been taken on the person. Plus the neighbour received 

compensation. 

 

Paston Footprints Scheme. 

An Orchestra was brought up by NNDC to perform at places including Cranmer House, a school in 

Raynham and Holt Country Park. NNDC is sponsoring a piece of music for them. 

 

8. Memorial Hall & Poors Land 

It was reported that the Poors Land continues to be looked after by the women who keep their horses 

on it and rent payment is received promptly. 

 

The memorial hall has had a good financial year with sources reporting that the hall is the best 

around. 

 

The Parish Council purchased new fire doors as opposed to re-painting them.  It has been reported 

that the doors open by themselves which is a security risk, the reported gaps have caused the heating 

bill to increase and they believe the doors not to be fit for purpose. 

 

A nappy bin and new changing table will be fitted between 27th and 31st July, when the hall will be 

closed for the duration of this work. 

 

Chairman commented that the fire doors are not meant to be opened unless in the event of an 

emergency.  The contractor will rectify any outstanding issue with the doors on his next visit.  The doors 

opening is most likely to be caused by the doors being opened and then not being closed properly. 

 

It was more economical to replace the doors than to re-paint the old ones which were in a very poor 

state.  

 

 

 

Chairman closed the APM at 8.45pm and thanked all that attended. 

 

 

 

 

Signed by Chairman: ............................................................................................ Date: ............................................... 


